University of Colorado
Doctoral Proseminar in Accounting
ACCT7800 – Fall 2008
Professor:  Steve Rock, 491 Koelbel, 303-735-5009.

Office hours:  Wednesday, 8:30-10:00 am; and by appointment
Classroom:
S129 Koelbel
Website: http://leeds.colorado.edu/faculty/rocks/
Email:  Steven.Rock@Colorado.edu
Course objectives:  The primary objective of this course is to introduce Ph.D. students to the accounting academic profession.  The goal of our Ph.D. program is to prepare students to succeed as professors at research-oriented universities.  The seminar will:  

(1) Introduce you to leading accounting research and researchers through our visiting scholar and resident faculty research workshops, 

(2) Expose new PhD students to a variety of perspectives regarding accounting professorship from discussions with our tenure-track faculty,

(3) Provide guidance for critically evaluating accounting research papers, 

(4) Provide guidance regarding your doctoral program coursework and the process of choosing a dissertation topic, 

(5) Teach you how to conduct an empirical research study and how to access from the major capital markets research databases (CRSP, COMPUSTAT, and I/B/E/S) via collective replication of a published study.  The study we will replicate is Bartov, Givoly, and Hayn (2002, JAE).  We will attempt to use STATA in this process augmented with SAS when necessary.
Accounting professors at research-oriented universities actively engage in research that expands the boundaries of knowledge in our field, and their teaching and outreach reflect the expertise they continually develop as a result of their research efforts.  The goal of this seminar is to set the stage for you to productively engage in that process.  The seminar should help you develop skills in critiquing papers, contributing to the work of others (i.e., being a good colleague), and recognizing opportunities to learn more about the discipline through your own research.  

Course requirements and grading:
Class participation




40%


Participation in Friday workshops


20%


Notes on Friday workshop presentations

20%


Critique





20%

Participation in Friday workshops:  Accounting research workshop presentations by visiting scholars, resident CU faculty and your fellow accounting doctoral students are extensions of our seminar.  You should come to these workshops ready to participate, and please do not be reticent about asking questions and making comments.  Students should have at least two questions ready to ask at each of these presentations.

Notes on Friday workshop presentations:  Prior to each Friday workshop, prepare some notes that: (a) summarize the core result(s) of the paper and the research question that the paper was designed to answer; (b) identify threats to the validity of inferences the authors draw from their core results; (c) identify strengths of the research design that mitigate what otherwise could have been threats to the validity of the authors’ inferences; (d) suggest additional empirical work to improve the paper’s contribution to the literature; and (e) record two questions or comments that you would like to contribute to the discussion during the Friday workshop.  Revise your notes based on what you learn from the discussion, and send these revised notes to me by the end of the day on Monday following the workshop.  

Critique:  Pick one empirical paper from the Friday workshop presentations and prepare to lead the discussion of this paper at our proseminar immediately preceding the Friday workshop.  Your discussion should include:  (a) a summary of the paper’s core result(s) and the corresponding research question(s); and (b) three key points to stimulate discussion of the paper.  The three key points might:  (i) identify threats to the validity of inferences the authors draw from their core results, (ii) identify strengths of the research design that mitigate what otherwise could have been threats to the validity of the authors’ inferences, or (iii) suggest additional empirical work to improve the paper’s contribution to the literature.  For guidance in constructing a critique, you might refer to “Guidelines for Critiquing Empirical Research.”  Please refer to our schedule of workshop presentations and let me know as soon as possible which paper you intend to critique – allocations are on a first-come first-served basis. 

Tentative Class Schedule

	Date
	Activity

	August 28

(Thursday)
	Introduction – Syllabus and one typography of accounting research 

	September 4 (Thursday)
	Faculty perspectives on accounting professorship: Bjorn Jorgensen, Steve Rock



	September 10

(Wednesday)
	Faculty perspectives on accounting professorship: Hui Chen and Dana Hollie  (Note: Meet @ 1:45 pm in 203 Koelbel)

	September 18 (Thursday)
	Faculty perspectives on accounting professorship: Naomi Soderstrom, Frank Selto



	September 25 (Thursday)
	Begin replication of Bartov et al. (2002) – Discuss paper

	October 2 (Thursday)
	Introduction to STATA, Professor Mattias Nilsson, Finance



	October 9 (Thursday)
	Start replication with data

	October 16 (Thursday)
	Continue replication

	October 23

(Thursday)
	Continue replication

	October 29 (Thursday)
	Discuss Marlys Lipe paper



	November 6

(Thursday)
	Continue replication

	November 13

(Thursday)
	Discuss Philip Berger paper 

	November 20 (Thursday)
	Continue replication

	December 4 (Thursday)
	Continue replication

	
	Spring Semester, the fun continues …


